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Disability Employment & Transitions
Major Budget Highlights

The executive proposes a total fund biennial increase of 1.5% primarily due to a requested $1.4 million total increase for personal services and benefits 
and claims which is offset by decreases in operating expenses and transfers
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Det expended 66.5% of the total FY 2020 appropriation
• Unexpended general fund and federal funds totaled 24.6% and 37.8% respectively
• Most of the unexpended general fund in FY 2020 was in the Vocational Rehabilitation 

program

According to the agency:
“25% of the general fund appropriation 
for the Vocational Rehabilitation 
program was not expended in SFY2020 
due to COVID-19. The program was 
unable to perform business at the 
anticipated levels due to school 
closures, closure of our provider 
network, and closure of businesses 
where participants were supported in 
employment. In addition to the impact 
on client benefits, all travel, training, 
and group meetings were cancelled”.
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The number of DET clients receiving vocational rehabilitation services has been in 
decline since prior to the COVID – 19 pandemic.
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The Montana Telecommunications Access Program (MTAP) is responsible for overseeing the Montana Relay program which allows people who are deaf 

to use telephone services, and offering assistive equipment and services to Montanans whose disabilities make it hard for them to use the phone. 

MTAP revenue is raised by a fee of 10 cents per month assessed on subscriber connections and prepaid wireless telecommunication services per 53-19-311 MCA.

The 2019 Legislature authorized a total of $3.5 million in transfers from the MTAP program including $1.5 million in FY 2020 and $2.0 million in FY 2021. The $2.0 
million in funds that were transferred in FY 2021 has been included in the base budget calculation and is requested for both years of the 2023 biennium. This includes 

biennial requests of $800,000 at DET, and $1.6 million at both Developmental Services Division and Addictive and Mental Disorders Division.
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